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Why Describing Your Art Matters
As an artist, you pour your heart, soul, and countless hours into your creations. But here's the
thing: your masterpiece doesn't end when you put down your brush, pencil, pastels or other
medium.

The story of your art—its inspiration, meaning, and impact—is just as vital as the visual itself.
Crafting a compelling description for your work isn't just busywork; it's your chance to guide
viewers through your creative vision, to whisper in their ear and show them what you see. It's an
opportunity to deepen the connection between your art and its audience, to spark
conversations, and to ensure your intentions shine through.

In a world where art is increasingly shared online, your words can be the magnet that draws
people in, turning casual browsers into engaged admirers. So, fellow creators, embrace the
power of description—it's your secret weapon to make your art not just seen, but truly
understood and felt.

Bridging the Gap
Your art is an extension of you – your thoughts, feelings, and experiences. But here's the thing:
your viewers can't read your mind (wouldn't that be something?). By describing your work,
you're building a bridge between your creative vision and your audience's understanding. It's
like giving them a special pair of glasses to see your art through your eyes.
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Unveiling the Layers
We all know that art is more than what meets the eye. That abstract piece you poured your
heart into? To someone else, it might just look like interesting shapes and colors. But when you
reveal the emotional journey or social commentary behind it, you're inviting your audience to
dive deeper. You're not just showing them a painting; you're sharing a piece of your soul.

Tackling the Big Stuff
Many of us use art to explore complex themes like identity, loss, memory, or social justice. Your
descriptions can help viewers grasp these heavy concepts. Imagine you've created a series
about climate change. By explaining how each piece represents a different aspect of the crisis,
you're not just creating art – you're sparking conversations and maybe even inspiring action.

Clearing the Air
Let's face it: art is subjective, and sometimes people might misinterpret your work. That's not
necessarily a bad thing – different perspectives can be fascinating! But if you have a specific
message you want to convey, describing your art can help ensure it comes across clearly. Think
of it as fine-tuning the frequency so your audience can hear your message loud and clear.

Inspiring the Next Generation
Remember when you were just starting out, eager to learn from established artists? Well, now
you're in a position to be that inspiration for others. By sharing your process, thoughts, and
inspirations, you're contributing to the wider art community. You're helping demystify the creative
process and encouraging budding artists to find their voice.

Going Global
In this digital age, your art can reach people across the world. That's amazing, but it also means
you might not be there in person to explain your work. Your descriptions become your voice,
allowing your ideas and inspirations to resonate with a diverse, global audience. It's like having
a conversation with art lovers worldwide!

Embrace the Power of Your Words
Remember, describing your art isn't about explaining away the mystery or dictating how others
should feel. It's about opening a dialogue, sharing your perspective, and inviting others into your
creative world. Your words can be just as powerful as your brushstrokes or sculpting tools – so
don't be afraid to use them!
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So, the next time you finish a piece, take a moment to jot down your thoughts. What inspired
you? What were you feeling? What do you hope people will take away from it? Your insights
could be the key that unlocks a whole new level of appreciation for your work.

Keep creating, and keep sharing your story! Read on to find out how you can make the story
captivating to your audience.
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Supercharge Your Art: How Descriptions
Can Captivate Your Audience
Ever wonder how to make your audience truly connect with your art? The secret weapon might
be right at your fingertips: turning your brush strokes into words! Let's explore how crafting
engaging descriptions can turn casual observers into captivated fans.

Paint a Picture with Words
Imagine you've created a stunning landscape. Sure, it's beautiful at first glance, but there's so
much more to it, right? This is where your description comes in:

● Highlight Your Techniques: Did you use special brushstrokes to create texture in the
trees? Tell your viewers! They'll love knowing the "behind the scenes" of your creative
process.

● Explain Your Color Choices: That golden hue isn't just pretty – it's capturing the magic
of a late summer afternoon. Share these intentional choices and watch your viewers'
appreciation grow.
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● Share the Story: Is this landscape a cherished childhood memory or a historic location?
Revealing these connections adds depth to your work and helps viewers form an
emotional bond.

Unveil Hidden Meanings
Got a deeper message in your art? Don't keep it a secret!

● For abstract works, explain your inspirations. Was it a powerful emotion, a piece of
music, or a philosophical idea? Giving these hints can transform confusion into
fascination.

● If you're addressing themes like environmental issues in a subtle way, point them out.
You'll encourage viewers to look closer and think deeper.

Bridge the Digital Divide
In our online world, your words become even more crucial:

● Detailed descriptions can make up for the lack of physical presence when viewing art
digitally.

● Use your words to draw viewers in, encouraging them to spend more time with your
piece even on a busy social media feed.

Educate and Inspire
Your descriptions aren't just for casual viewers – they're valuable learning tools:

● Art students and enthusiasts can learn so much from your insights.
● Explain your techniques, influences, or the historical context of your style. You're not just

sharing your art; you're passing on knowledge!

Make Your Art Accessible
Remember, not everyone has an art history degree. Your words can be the bridge:

● Break down complex concepts or abstract ideas into relatable terms.
● You're not dumbing it down; you're opening doors for more people to appreciate and

connect with your work.
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The Power of Engagement
Here's the real magic: the more people understand and connect with your art, the more time
they'll spend with it. This deeper engagement can lead to:

● Stronger emotional connections to your work
● Increased interest in your artistic journey
● More meaningful discussions about your art
● Potentially even more sales or commissions!

Your Challenge
Next time you finish a piece, take a moment to craft a description that goes beyond the basics.
Think about:

1. What techniques or choices are you most proud of?
2. Is there a story or inspiration behind the work?
3. What do you hope viewers will feel or think about when they see it?
4. Are there any hidden elements or meanings you want to highlight?

Remember, your words are an extension of your art. Use them to invite viewers into your
creative world, guiding them to see your work through your eyes. You're not just creating art;
you're creating experiences and connections. So go ahead, let your words bring your art to life
in new and exciting ways!
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Unlock Your Artistic Potential: The Power
of Describing Your Work
Do you ever feel like you're on a never-ending journey of creative discovery? Have you ever
thought of sharing that journey with others and how that can impact your art? The simple act of
describing your art can be your secret weapon for personal growth and artistic evolution. Let's
dive into how putting your process into words can transform your creative journey!

Discover the Hidden Gems in Your Art
When you start describing your work, you might be surprised by what you uncover:

● Subconscious Themes: Notice you keep painting water scenes? Your art might be
telling you something about your fascination with change and fluidity.

● Signature Style: Spot recurring colors, shapes, or subjects? You're developing your
unique artistic voice without even realizing it!
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Pro Tip: Keep a journal of your art descriptions. Over time, you'll see patterns emerge that can
guide your future projects.

Sharpen Your Creative Decision-Making
Explaining your artistic choices is like giving yourself a mini-critique:

● Why did you choose that bold red? How does that swirling brushstroke contribute to the
mood?

● This reflection can help you identify your strengths (maybe you're a master of light and
shadow!) and areas for growth (time to work on composition?).

Challenge: For your next piece, write down the 'why' behind each major decision. You'll become
more intentional in your process.

Clarify Your Artistic Vision
Putting your thoughts into words helps crystallize your artistic philosophy:

● What do you want to say through your art? What impact do you hope to have?
● Having a clear vision can guide your future works and help you create a more cohesive

portfolio.

Exercise: Write a short "artistic mission statement" for yourself. Let it evolve as you grow!

Beat Creative Block with Self-Reflection
Feeling stuck? Look back at your past work and descriptions:

● Remind yourself of past achievements and the passion that drove them.
● Use these reflections as a springboard for new ideas and experiments.

Mood Booster: Create a folder of your favorite pieces and their descriptions. It's your personal
pep-talk ready to go!

Contribute to the Artistic Community
Sharing your insights does more than just help you:

● Your reflections can inspire and educate fellow artists and art lovers.
● Engaging in this kind of open dialogue fosters a supportive, growth-oriented artistic

community.
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Idea: Start a blog or social media series where you regularly share insights about your work.
You'll grow and help others grow too!

Make It a Habit
Remember, this isn't a one-and-done deal. Make describing and reflecting on your art a regular
practice:

● After finishing a piece, take 10 minutes to jot down your thoughts.
● Revisit older works periodically. Your perspective might change, offering new insights!

Tip: Set a recurring reminder to reflect on your recent works. Consistency is key!

Your Growth Journey Starts Now
Here's a simple exercise to kick-start your reflection practice:

1. Choose a recent artwork.
2. Describe what you see, as if explaining it to someone who can't see it.
3. Write down what inspired this piece.
4. List three decisions you made during the creation process and why you made them.
5. Reflect on how this piece fits into your overall body of work.

Remember, every description is a step towards greater self-awareness and artistic growth. It's
not just about explaining your art to others – it's about deepening your own understanding and
continuously evolving as an artist.

So, grab that pen (or keyboard) and start describing. Your future self will thank you for the
incredible journey of self-discovery and artistic growth you're about to embark on!
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Words that Sell: Transforming Your Art
Descriptions into Marketing Gold
Ready to take your art career to the next level? Buckle up, because we're about to dive into the
world of art marketing, and your secret weapon is something you might not expect: your art
descriptions! Let's explore how the right words can turn your passion into a thriving business.

Speak to the Heart: Connecting Emotionally with Buyers
Your art is more than just a pretty picture – it's a story, an emotion, a piece of you. Here's how to
convey that:

● Share Your Inspiration: Was your landscape inspired by a life-changing trip? Did your
abstract piece emerge from a personal struggle? Tell that story!

● Describe Your Process: People love behind-the-scenes peeks. Explain the challenges
you faced and how you overcame them.
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● Use Sensory Language: Help viewers feel like they're experiencing the art firsthand.

Pro Tip: Create a "story bank" of personal anecdotes related to your art. Draw from this when
writing descriptions to add that personal touch consistently.

Catch a Curator's Eye: Standing Out in the Gallery Scene
Gallery curators are always on the lookout for art that resonates. Here's how to grab their
attention:

● Highlight Themes: Explain how your work relates to current social, cultural, or political
issues.

● Show Your Uniqueness: What sets your art apart? A special technique? A fresh
perspective on a classic theme?

● Demonstrate Professionalism: Well-crafted descriptions show you're serious about
your craft.

New Idea: Create a "Curator's Pack" – a concise document with your artist statement, key
themes in your work, and how your art could fit into various exhibition concepts.

Digital Domination: Mastering Online Platforms
In today's digital world, your online presence is crucial. Make it count:

● Optimize for Search: Use relevant keywords in your descriptions to improve SEO.
● Craft Platform-Specific Content: Tailor your descriptions to each platform – snappy for

Instagram, more detailed for your website.
● Engage with Visuals and Words: Pair your images with compelling captions that tell a

story or ask a question.

Tech Tip: Use social media management tools to schedule posts with your art and descriptions
across multiple platforms, maintaining a consistent online presence.

Brand Building: Crafting Your Artistic Identity
Your descriptions aren't just about individual pieces – they're building your brand:

● Develop a Signature Voice: Whether it's humorous, poetic, or analytical, keep your
tone consistent.

● Create a Tagline: Summarize your artistic vision in a memorable phrase.
● Share Your Journey: Use your descriptions to show your growth and evolution as an

artist.
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Branding Exercise: Write a six-word story that encapsulates your artistic brand. Use this as a
touchstone when crafting descriptions.

Marketing Magic: Beyond the Basics
Let's dive deeper into how descriptions can supercharge your marketing:

● Create Tiered Content: Write short, medium, and long descriptions for each piece. Use
the short ones for social media, medium for galleries, and long for your website or
catalog.

● Incorporate Testimonials: If a piece has received praise or awards, mention it in the
description.

● Use Storytelling Techniques: Start with a hook, build suspense, and end with a
powerful conclusion.

● Link to Related Works: In online descriptions, reference and link to other pieces in your
collection to keep viewers engaged.

Innovative Idea: Create a "Art of the Week" feature on your social media, diving deep into one
piece's story and process.

Scholarly Connections: Bridging Art and Academia
Don't underestimate the power of academic interest in your work:

● Use Art Historical References: Mention how your work relates to or diverges from
historical art movements.

● Discuss Techniques in Depth: Provide technical details that art students and
researchers would find valuable.

● Offer to Guest Lecture: Use your descriptions as a basis for talks at local art schools or
universities.

Interactive Engagement: Bringing Your Art to Life
Take your descriptions to the next level with interactive elements:

● Create QR Codes: Link physical art pieces to online extended descriptions or video
content.

● Host Virtual Tours: Use your descriptions as a script for online gallery tours.
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Your Description Toolkit: Practical Steps to Get Started
1. Analyze Your Best-Sellers: Look at your most popular pieces. What do their

descriptions have in common? Use this as a template.
2. Get Feedback: Show your descriptions to non-artist friends. If they're intrigued, you're

on the right track.
3. A/B Test Online: Try different description styles on social media and see which gets

more engagement.
4. Create a Description Checklist: Ensure each description covers inspiration, technique,

meaning, and a personal touch.
5. Set Up a Writing Routine: Dedicate time each week to refining your descriptions.

Remember, your art tells a story, and your words are the narrator. With practice, your
descriptions will not only market your art but also deepen the connection between you, your
work, and your audience. So start writing, and watch your art career flourish!
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A Step-by-Step Guide On How To Write Your Own
Art Descriptions
Artists and art critics have developed various approaches to describing paintings over the years.
Here are some examples of how paintings have been described, followed by a step-by-step
guide to help you craft your own art descriptions:

Step 1 - Formal analysis:
This focuses on the visual elements of the artwork: "The painting features bold, vibrant colors
with thick brushstrokes creating a sense of movement. The composition is dominated by swirling
patterns in the sky, contrasting with the more static village below."

Analyze the Visual Elements
● List the colors you've used. Are they bold, muted, complementary?
● Describe your brushstrokes or mark-making. Are they thick, thin, smooth,

textured?
● Explain the composition. What dominates the piece? How are elements

arranged?
● Note any contrasts or harmonies in your work.
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Step 2 - Emotional impact:
"Van Gogh's 'The Starry Night' evokes a sense of cosmic energy and emotional turbulence. The
night sky seems alive with swirling clouds, bright stars, and a crescent moon, all of which
appear to be in motion."

Describe the Emotional Impact
● What feelings does your artwork evoke?
● How does the piece make you feel, and how might it make viewers feel?
● Are there specific elements that contribute to these emotions?
● Use evocative language to bring these feelings to life.

Step 3 - Historical context:
"Picasso's 'Les Demoiselles d'Avignon' marks a radical departure from traditional European
painting. Created in 1907, it reflects the artist's interest in African tribal masks and marks the
beginning of Cubism."

Provide Context
● When did you create this piece?
● What was happening in your life or the world at the time?
● Were you influenced by any particular events, movements, or other artists?
● How does this work fit into your broader artistic journey?

Step 4 - Technique and materials:
"The artist used oil paints on canvas, applying them in thick impasto layers to create texture.
The brushwork is visible and energetic, with short, choppy strokes in some areas and longer,
sweeping ones in others."

Detail Your Technique and Materials
● List the materials you used (e.g., acrylic on canvas, digital illustration)
● Describe your techniques (e.g., impasto, glazing, crosshatching)
● Explain any unique processes or tools you employed
● Highlight any technical challenges you overcame

Step 5 - Symbolism and meaning:
"Dalí's 'The Persistence of Memory' is filled with surrealist symbolism. The melting clocks may
represent the relativity of time, while the barren landscape evokes a dreamlike state."

Unpack the Symbolism
● Identify any symbols or metaphors in your work
● Explain what these symbols mean to you
● Describe how these elements contribute to the overall message
● Consider multiple interpretations if applicable
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Step 6 - Personal interpretation:
"To me, Frida Kahlo's 'Self-Portrait with Cropped Hair' speaks of defiance and personal
transformation. The artist presents herself in men's clothing, surrounded by cut locks of her hair,
challenging traditional gender roles."

Share Your Personal Interpretation
● Explain what the piece means to you personally
● Describe your intentions behind creating this work
● Reflect on how it relates to your experiences or worldview
● Consider how your interpretation might differ from others'

Step 7 - Comparison to other works:

"Unlike the idealized figures in Renaissance paintings, Picasso's 'Les Demoiselles d'Avignon'
presents angular, distorted female forms that break with artistic conventions of beauty."

Compare and Contrast

● Consider how your work relates to other artworks or styles
● Identify similarities or differences with well-known pieces or movements
● Explain how your work builds upon or deviates from artistic traditions
● Highlight what makes your piece unique in the context of art history

Step 8 - Cultural significance:

"Warhol's 'Campbell's Soup Cans' became an iconic representation of Pop Art, challenging the
distinction between commercial products and high art."

Explore Cultural Impact

● Reflect on how your work relates to current cultural trends or issues
● Consider any social, political, or environmental themes in your piece
● Discuss how your art might challenge or reinforce cultural norms
● Think about the potential long-term impact or significance of your work

Step 9 - Artist's intention (when known):

"Matisse described his painting 'Dance' as 'life and rhythm,' aiming to capture the essence of
movement and joy through simplified forms and bold colors."
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Clarify Your Intentions

● Explain what you set out to achieve with this artwork
● Describe the main ideas or feelings you wanted to convey
● Discuss any challenges you faced in realizing your vision
● Share any personal anecdotes about the creation process

Step 10 - Viewer's experience:

"Standing before Monet's large-scale 'Water Lilies,' viewers are immersed in a panoramic scene
that blurs the boundaries between water, sky, and reflection."

Imagine the Viewer's Perspective

● Describe how you envision viewers interacting with your work
● Consider the physical experience of viewing the piece (e.g., size, texture)
● Suggest different ways the artwork might be interpreted
● Invite the viewer to engage with specific elements of the piece

By incorporating these additional steps, you'll create an even more comprehensive and
engaging description of your artwork. Remember to tailor your description to your audience and
the context in which it will be presented. You don't need to cover every single step for each
artwork, but this guide gives you a wide range of aspects to consider.

When writing your description, try to balance factual information with more personal and
interpretive elements. Use clear, accessible language, but don't be afraid to incorporate some
artistic terminology where appropriate. Your description should not only inform but also inspire
curiosity and encourage viewers to engage more deeply with your work.

Lastly, consider revising and refining your description over time. As you gain new insights into
your work or receive feedback from viewers, you may want to update your description to reflect
these new perspectives. Your art description is a living document that can evolve along with
your artistic journey.
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Introducing ArtDescriber
If you’ve made it this far, I’m assuming you’re serious about writing better descriptions for your
art!

So, if you’re interested in a tool that can help you write art descriptions faster, here is a 10%
discount coupon for any ArtDescriber.com service:

10% Discount Coupon

PIMRJ8UD
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Examples of Descriptions of Artworks
These are understood to be in the public domain and free to reproduce here. If that is not the
case, please let the author know and we will remove it.

Vincent van Gogh. The Starry Night. Saint Rémy, June 1889

Curator, Ann Temkin:What's remarkable about The Starry Night is the depiction of the sky
itself. We have an intensely turbulent, vibrant, excited, agitated night sky. The stars have
radiating concentric rings of light. The moon has the same set of rings around it. And also
they're set in a sky which is not like the sky that we look up into at night, but one in which the
various blues that Van Gogh uses are positioned into these swirling patterns.

And I think one would be able to speculate, rather than being a portrait of what one might see
looking up at a night sky in the summer of 1889, it's much more an expression of the turmoil in
the artist's own imagination that he's projecting onto that sky.
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Chances are you aren't standing in front of this painting alone. You're probably surrounded by
quite a few people also looking at it. And I think with this painting, one realizes that part of the
reason for its status as such a treasure, and the way it's beloved by so many people, has to do
with Van Gogh's way of touching one's emotions.

Tarsila do Amaral. The Moon. 1928

Curator, Ann Temkin: Tarsila do Amaral is a very good example of the way that we are still
learning and rediscovering the history of Modern art.

The painting takes its name from the moon, which is very prominent at the upper center. The
surrounding landscape is clearly abstracted but there is definitely a sense of green earth, blue
sky, and probably a river with that blue semi-circle. And maybe a mountain range behind the
moon.
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But I think most intriguing perhaps is the figure, which looks like a cactus. So there's that sense
of ourselves in the painting as we identify with that figure standing there before the moon.
There's a real sense of mystery, a real sense of wonder.

One of the things that I think is very special about this painting is that there's an infinity of space
and time that invites us, the viewers, to retreat into our own thoughts, our own imaginings.

Rembrandt van Rijn, Herman Doomer, 1640, oil on wood.
Photo : Courtesy Metropolitan Museum of Art
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A black hat, a linen ruff, and an intelligently quizzical glance. Out of these simple elements,
Rembrandt crafted one of his most captivating portraits, depicting the Amsterdam cabinetmaker
Herman Doomer. The sitter rests his elbow in the foreground of the painting, cozily tucking his
hand under the cape slung over one shoulder. His face is handsome, but lined and wan.
Doomer was one of the gifted artisans who transformed the exotic materials flooding the port of
Amsterdam into astonishing works of furniture that might combine ebony, snakewood, mother of
pearl, and even dyed bone. Rembrandt practiced a similar alchemy as he rendered flesh and
fabric with paint and brush. I like to think of this painting as an encounter between two
craftsmen, appraising and ultimately admiring one another. Indeed, Doomer’s son served as
Rembrandt’s apprentice around the time his father sat for this portrait. Talent ran in the family.

—Adam Eaker, assistant curator in the department of European paintings at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art, New York
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The Dancers, France, 1898 Pastel on paper on board
29 × 24 in. (73.66 × 60.96 cm)

Edgar Degas was one of the great masters of pastel, a medium he favored throughout his
career. Beginning in the 1870s, in a series of pastels devoted to the subject of dancers, Degas
tirelessly explored movement, light, and color, producing a body of work unrivaled in beauty and
innovation. In The Dancers (1898) a late masterpiece, Degas used the medium with a freedom
and power that belie his failing sight. He deftly defined forms with short, vigorous parallel
strokes of pastel in bold colors, adding dabs of white chalk like strings of dazzling pearls to
enliven the surface of his dancers' dresses. Degas's composition is daring; he decapitates one
dancer, dangles the truncated leg of another, and slashes the left foreground with a prop tree,
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thus framing and isolating his balletic trio, who are caught, snapshot-like, frozen between rest
and movement. The Dancers, whose subject is iconic within the artist's oeuvre, is only the
second Degas pastel to enter the collection.
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